
 

 

 

 

 

44 Mernda Village Drive 
Mernda, Vic, 3754 
www.stjosephsschoolmernda.org 
Principal@stjmern.catholic.edu.au 
Ph:  (03) 9717 6480 
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2017 Important Term 1 
Dates 

FEBRUARY 

• Monday	6th	–	Friday	17th	Preps	–	
9:00	–	12:30pm	

• Wednesday	8th	Parent	
Conversations		

• Friday	10th	Interschool	sports			
• Tuesday	14th	–	Celebration	of	

Learning	lead	by	Year	4		9:00am	
• Wednesday	15th	Registration	

Night	7pm	–	Confirmation	and	
Eucharist	(Nazareth	Centre)	

• Friday	17th	Interschool	sports		
• Monday	20th	–	Friday	3rd	Preps	

full	time	except	Wed	
• Thursday	23rd	2:00pm	Beginning	

of	Year	Mass	followed	by	family	
BBQ	

• Friday	24th	Interschool	sports.	
 

MARCH 

• 1st		–	Ash	Wednesday	9:15am.	
• 1st	–	3rd	-Year	5	and	6	Camp.	
• Thursday	2nd		–	Celebration	of	

Learning	lead	by	Year	3	
• Friday	3rd	Interschool	sports		
• Monday	6th	–	Preps	full	time	
• Tuesday	7th	–	Curriculum	night	

–	Nazareth	Centre	
• Wednesday	8th	National	

Children’s	Theatre	Incursion.	
• Friday	10th	-	Interschool	sports		
• Friday	17th		–	St	Patrick’s	Day	
• Friday	17th	-	Interschool	sports	

Thursday	23rd	-	9:15am	Mass	
and	Family	Day	St	Joseph’s	

• Friday	24th	Interschool	sports.	
• Monday	27th	–	School	Photos	
• Wednesday	29th	–		
• Friday	31st		–	Station	of	the	

Cross	12:15am		
• Friday	31st		–	Term	one	Ends	

	
	

REFLECTION	
	

The School Logo inspiration comes from the window 
at our St. Joseph’s Church. It represents the 
relationship between the Church and the School.  It 
represents Jesus Christ at the centre of our lives in 
the Eucharist and the blooming of the flower emblem 
symbolizing growth and development.  
 
Circular in nature, it suggests that Jesus’ love is 
never ending and the colors represent the beauty in 
our world and within our own lives. It is a way of 
reminding us of our faith values, knowledge and 
Catholic tradition with the community. It represents 
St Joseph’s heritage and story.  
This year we will draw upon this emblem to 
strengthen its significance in our lives by… 
acting justly, loving mercifully and 
walking humbly with our God Micah 6:8 
	

	



	

	

Principal’s Message 
Dear St. Joseph’s Community,  
 

Welcome back to another year full of  posssibilities and opportunities as we ‘walk forward together’. What a 
terrific start to the year it has been. Our theme for this year WALKING FORWARD TOGETHER is one 
of solidarity and community. We value what each student, family and staff member has to offer to 
continually build and strengthen our St. Joseph’s community. We walk in solidarity, along side and with each 
other. 

This year is a year of new beginnings as our new Preps and new students to our school have experienced a 
smooth transition and we walmly welcome them. We also acknowledge our newly named parish – Christ The 
Light. This incorporates the communities of Mernda, Whittlesea, Doreen and Kinglake. 

As we enter into 2017 I would like to take this opportunity to remind families of certain expectations. 
Firstly carpark and the safety concerns are a paramount issue.  All families who are picking-up students in 
the carpark must continue to drive down to end of pick-up and not block the drive-way. Please do not leave 
your car unattended. Students will cross at top of pick-up and walk to their car. 

We are experience very hot days and we encourage all students to use sunscreen particulary on those high 
UV days. Sunscreen can be found in the villages. It is very pleasing to witness our students looking fabulous 
and taking pride in wearing our St. Joseph school uniform. This includes having longer hair tied up and if 
necessary with appropriate school colour hair ties.  

We now welcome and embrace our staff  as we move into 2017.  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
I look forward to working in partnership with you in 2017.  
Marita Richardson     Principal 
   

Prep Advisors – Anna, Nadia and Carla.  
Year One Advisors – Ashley/Melissa and Lauren.  
Year Two Advisors – Rebecca, Stephanie and Carly.  
Learning Support Officer – Eileen  
Year Three Advisors – Maria and Laurice.  
Year Four Advisors – Rod and Luisa.   
Learning support Officer – Maureen and Kerryanne 
Year Five Advisors – James and Victoria 
Year Six Advisor – Shantelle 
Learning Support Officers – Bernadette and Debra 
Specialists Leaders 
Performing Arts Deborah Cornish 
Visual Arts Gen Lees 
Physical Education Chris Sullivan 
	

Deputy Principal : Cheryl Dwyer 
Religious Education Leader: Cheryl Dwyer 
Student Wellbeing Leader: Mat Harding 
Community Leader: Mat Harding 
Numeracy Leader: Rod Bryar 
Literacy Leader: Karen Knee 
Literacy Intervention:  Teresa Walsh 
Library Leader: Debra McNaughton 
Communication Officer : Luisa Coppola 
Medica l Of ficer : Eileen O’Reilly 
Maintenance : John Knee 
Impact Coach:  Laurice Sleigh 
Impact Coach:   Maria Marcroft 
Administration: Julie Buick  
Administration: Kerryanne Bayliss 
	



	

EDUCATION	IN	FAITH	
	

The start of the year at our Catholic School has been one enriched with prayer and thanksgiving. The 
students have eagerly gathered in our INGOMA space to participate in morning prayer and connect as a 
village. Below is a copy of our St. Joseph’s prayer, which we encourage all students to know. 
 
 
 

St Joseph, 
 

You were called to care  
for Jesus, God’s only Son. 

 
We come to you,  

to keep us under your special protection,  
as you had shown towards Jesus and Mary. 

 
Guard and guide us in life’s journey 

 and form our hearts after the hearts of  
Jesus and Mary,  

whom you nurtured and loved.  
 

May you be a source of inspiration to us  
and help us grow in  
wisdom and grace. 

 
         AMEN  	
 
 
 
 
 
This term we will begin our preparation for the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation. An Information 
Night will be held on Wednesday 15th February at 7pm in the Nazareth Centre. This is a time to hear 
the outline of the program for these Sacraments and register your name and date for a Sacramental 
Eucharistic Celebration.  
As part of the preparation the families are encouraged to attend ‘Commitment Masses’ and ‘Parish 
Companion Card Masses’ this Term. We ask all the community to support these students by keeping them 
in your prayers. 
	

We will be celebrating our Beginning of the Year Mass on Thursday 23rd February at 2:00pm. This is a 
great opportunity to gather and meet other members of our community. At this mass we will be 
acknowledging our young leaders and presenting their leadership badges. 
This will be followed by a family BBQ. 
 
 

	



	

LEARNING	AND	TEACHING	

	
New	Preps	
On Monday 6th February our new Foundation students began their journey at St. Joseph’s. 
Their smiling and nervous faces greeted us in the Purple Learning Village and settled into INGOMA. Our 
excited yet sad parents said their goodbyes and our fun filled day began. Our students met their year 5 and 
6 buddies and together they made a teddy to keep and learn with throughout Term 1. We are using this 
teddy to develop their social and emotional learning and it has become a great comfort and support for our 
new students. We are looking forward to our learning journey with our new students.     Prep Team 

	
Sport	

	 	
This Term our selected Year Four, Five and Six students will be competing in Soccer and Cricket for inter- 
school sport. For home games Soccer will be played at School. Cricket will be played at Woodland Waters 
Reserve. Students are currently training during the first half of Wednesday and Thursday lunch times. The 
rounds for interschool sport are as followed,  
 
Rd 1 - 10th of Feb travel to Hazel Glen                                           Rd 2 - 17th of Feb travel to Marymede 
Rd 3 - 24th of Feb Home/Woodland Waters Reserve                     Rd 4 - TBA due to camp 
Rd 5 - 10th of Mar travel to Mernda Central               Rd 6  - 17th of Mar Home/Woodland Waters Res. 
 
On the 20th of February the Bridge Inn Swimming competition will take place at Northcote Aquatics Centre. 
Students that have put their name down need to have their permission slip signed along with the 
declaration that they can swim 50 meters’ competitive free style with the ability to dive of starting blocks.  
 

	

	

	



	

Dispositions 
 
We are continuing to embed Dispositional Curriculum throughout the year. These 
dispositions enable and inspire children in developing skill sets that support their learning. 
This is a whole school approach and you will notice the dispositions around the villages as 
we encourage the students to talk about them with you. Term One’s main dispositional 
focus will be Respect 

 

Being Respectful is the act of care and consideration for others, objects and nature.  When we show 
respect we are courteous, thoughtful and polite.  It’s about considering feelings and thoughts of others and 

behaving in a way to help others succeed.     

Being Curious is the key to gaining more information and strengthening interpersonal communications 
through questioning.  When we are curious we solve problems, make connections and aid our decision 

making.	

	

Being Resilient is the ability to adapt well in various situations. It’s the capacity to make realistic plans 
and take steps to carry them out. It is developing a growth mindset in your ability to manage yourself when 
challenged.	

	

Being Self Managing is the understanding of the structures and guidelines for all to take 
ownership of their place at STJ. It gives all a chance to plan, track and reflect to move forward in their 
learning. Noticing the actions of others and responding effectively allowing for more personal regulation of 
self and others.	

	

Being Creative is characterised by the ability to see the world in new ways. The environment must be 
one that is supportive of creative thinking and hard work where specific creativity/cognitive skills and 
strategy are taught and assessed.	

	

Being Reflective is the capacity to reflect on actions/thoughts so as to engage in a process of 
continuous learning. It’s about identifying the actions/thoughts that would reframe your thinking next time.  
In doing so you will recognise what you would sustain, change and build upon.  	

	

	

	

	

	



	
   

Learning Dispositions in the Village 
In Year 2, we have been learning about the Learner Dispositions that help us to get out of the Learning Pit. 
Our challenge was to work with our group to build a tower out of sticks as high as we could that could 
support a glue stick on top. We have tried this two times so far, practicing being respectful in our group, 
curious and creative when thinking about how we will build the tower. Have a look at our awesome work!!!    
 

 

 

 

 	
 
 
 



 
Literacy 
 Establish a home reading routine. Read aloud with your children everyday. Ten minutes for each child around a 
book of his/her choice. If English is your second language, read in your home language. If you lack confidence in 
reading aloud, the fact that you are reading with your child is what matters. Talk about the illustrations and contribute 
where you can. Share your excitement for reading and this will be the model your child will adopt. 
 
During home reading time, it is best to turn off electronic devices and give each child ten minutes of your undivided 
attention. 
Before you read a book, set your child up for success. Reading is not a test! Reading time is only ten minutes so do 
some of the following: 

• Talk about the illustrations and the title. 
• Read the blurb and talk about the author 
• Talk about any unusual words 
• Find a reading time that works for your family 

 
Limit the time and set the timer if reading in the past has always been difficult. It is better to have an enjoyable 10 
minutes than a laborious 30 minutes where everyone is left feeling frustrated. 
 
At the end of the 10 minutes, ask questions that encourage discussion, make it a conversation as you would in a 
book club, for example:  

• What was your favourite part?  
• Tell me about the characters 
• What do you think will happen next? 
• What did you think about that setting?  
• What do like/ dislike about this book?  

 
Independent readers pick and choose what they read. They are entitled to read some and reject others. They are 
entitled to not complete books because they are boring. Readers make choices. 
 
Model what it means to be an enthusiastic reader. Create a home of readers where everyone reads – It is just what 
we do in this house! Talk about what you have read. Read aloud what makes you laugh and share it with your child. 
 

Numeracy 
 
This year promises to be an exciting one in the area of Mathematics with the introduction of specialist working groups 
outside of the usual studio routines. Students will be selected to participate in these groups based on results from the 
pre-testing material completed by Learning Advisors at the beginning of this term. Groups of approximately 5 
students will work in the Blue Village Maths room with Rod each week and will also have additional work to complete 
at home with their families. An individual note will go home with students selected to participate. 
 
It is vitally important that all families discuss Maths at home in a positive light and continue to make Maths a priority 
as part of the normal home learning. Preps and Year 1 students should begin the year by working on their 0 to 20 
facts; being able to mentally add and subtract all combinations. Years 2 and 3 students should be focussing on place 
value as well as problem solving tasks using at least addition and subtraction. The Year 4 and 5 students will need 
an enormous emphasis on their times tables this term with our Year 6’s needing their focus to be on fractions and 
decimals.  
 
We at St Joseph’s encourage all families to make the time to work with their children in the area of Mathematics as 
part of home learning. Thanks once again for your continued support in the education of your children.  
 

 
 



	

COMMUNITY	
 

Banking 
School Banking Day is Thursday. If your child has money to be deposited into a banking account, it must 
be brought to school on Thursday morning and put in the Village Banking Bag. Our volunteer mums will 
then take the bag and process the information for the money to be deposited. If you would like your child to 
commence banking please see the office administration.  
A huge thank-you to those mums who volunteer their time for this service. 
 

Parents and Friends / Community Committee  
In 2017 we are reshaping the PFA / Community Committee. We are seeking a parent representation from 
each year level from Prep to Year 6 to join the PFA/Community Committee at St Joseph’s. The 
PFA/Community Committee is a group of passionate parents and friends who donate their time to help 
organise and run community events to build and strengthen the partnerships between children, parent’s 
community and staff at St Joseph’s Mernda.  
 
No experience is necessary to nominate yourself as your child’s year level representation. Nomination 
forms can be found in reception or by contacting Mat Harding on mharding@stjmern.catholic.edu.au. 
Please consider this opportunity and return a nomination form to Julie or Kerry-Ann in the office by Friday 
17th of February.  
 

Ferguson Plarre 
Please be aware that our upcoming Easter Fundraiser will be handed out shortly. This year we are teaming 
up with Ferguson Plarres’ to offer the St Joseph’s Community Hot Cross Buns. These Hot Cross Buns will 
be sold at a discounted price, with all profits going towards facilities at St Joseph’s. 
 

Welcome B.B.Q 
Date: 23rd of Feb - Following the Opening School Mass 
Time: 3.30pm - 6.30pm 
What’s on offer: Jumping Castle, Fairy Floss, Mini Golf, Petting Zoo and a BBQ 
 
Come and celebrate the start of another terrific year at St Joseph’s with other members of the Community. 
Share in a BBQ, Live Music and plenty of activities for the kids. More information to follow. 
 

 Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings Mill Park 
 
SAVE THE DATE: St Joseph’s has been allocated Saturday 18th March for a fundraising sausage sizzle. 
This will be operating in the car park area with the sausage sizzle operational between 9:00 am – 4:00 pm. 
Setup will be at 8:00am. We will be looking for volunteers to assist with this great community building 
fundraiser. More information will follow, so you will be able to nominate a time to assist. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

STUDENT	WELLBEING
	

Starting school: the early weeks 

Your child is likely to need a lot of support when school starts. There are some simple things you can do to 
help these first few weeks go smoothly: 

• Try to drop off your child at school before the bell goes in the 
morning. Also pick your child up on time. If you’re late it could make 
your child feel very anxious.  

• Try to make after-school time a bit special, with a snack and 
time for the two of you to chat. 

• Be patient if your child wants to blurt out every little detail about 
school, or clams up completely. You could try saying something like, 
‘Tell me one good thing about your day’, rather than asking lots of 

questions. 
• Try to be flexible with snacks and meals. Your child will probably be very hungry after school. If you 

give her a small, healthy snack straight after school, it’ll help to keep her going until dinner. 
• Don’t expect too much academic progress too soon. If your child is happy and seems to be enjoying 

school, that’s a real achievement. The rest will come later. 
• Remember that it’s normal for children to play with lots of different children, and even to play on their 

own sometimes. It takes a while before they settle into a group of friends. 
• If your child doesn’t seem to be settling well, speak to your child’s classroom teacher. 

 
Your child is likely to be very tired after school for the first few weeks. It’s a good idea to limit after-
school activities like swimming lessons for the first term, and stick to a bedtime routine if you can. 
When you feel your child is coping all right with after-school tiredness, you can think about setting up 
a playdate with one of his new classmates.  Reference: Raising Children 
 

	
	

Starting school involves a big change for your child. It is normal for children to have strong feelings 
as they start to think about these changes, such as excitement about the prospect of going to school 
as well as nervousness about what lies ahead. Your child may also be feeling sad or angry about 
leaving early childhood education and care. This includes letting go of relationships formed with 
educators and other children, as well as a change to their familiar routines. Some common feelings 
children have during transition to school can include: 

o excitement 
o sadness 
o anger 
o anticipation 
o fear or anxiety 

Understanding and helping your child to handle the feelings associated with starting school will help 
to reduce their stress and can provide them with positive coping strategies. Reference: KidsMatter 
 

 
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

	

	

                                                                                      � """
On Wednesday 8th March, as part of Performing Arts, the ‘National Theatre for Children’ will visit 
our school and perform, ‘"
                                              ‘The Water Pirates of Neverland: A Boatload of Trouble’. ""
Two professional actors will introduce a variety of characters who will excite, educate and thrill their 
audience! "
Students will learn about the importance of water, its usage, conservation and ways to limit 
pollution.""

!  ! "
Scene from:- ‘The Water Pirates of Neverland: A Boatload of Trouble!’ 


